1 


ELLESMERE  PORT 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  1 952 


W.  J.  BIRCHALL 

M.B.,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

E.  TUFT 

M.R.San.l.,  M.S.I.A. 


t 4 

^4 


- 


4.  f' 

.4 


r , I.  * ' 


% J *4  . 

■ * 


' : " ^ 

^ » 


« ' ^ 


» 


* •*  •». 


« • *•  . . ..'  • 


.V 


• : 


."4 


* -"j 

4-  ,.  ■ 


••  " ^ 


■ * 

< 


W i 


'ii 


■ .V '•  ' '.r;;  r .', . . i,  'i'.i 

• ? i 3 

■ - Vy.'i 

'■  ( '.-*  ■ 


4!  I 


(*  i r ■ ■■■>■, 

^ r , . . .4.^ 


/ '■ 


. I i fc  • 

'*.  ■ J 


"#  ^ 


I , 


44 


1"’  ' Jt'**  *- 

■>  5;  ■' !'  • 


W - < 


^ \ 


...  t 
r ' 

, ^ 


..  ,..,  ^ 


-V.' 

<• 

r«  « ■'. 

4. 


X „ 


V . ct 
•■  • i<: 


v 


"iX*  ’ 


1 ‘ 


‘X-  ? r 

• ?*  • 


-/  "• 
' /r 


■ri'  XA-'^ 

> /i‘- 


^ • 


• 'S  ) 


" \*' 


' \ ■•». 


» w 


; * r 

• ■■  i. 

• ..  f .- 


' A. 


' ■ ■ .i'rv 


/ 


' ‘ ^'  ^ 
^ . 


5 > 


«f 


• « 


’ : 


r- 


t 


/ ’ 


» * 


■ t 

I .. 


> ■ I.  - 


■■  ■*'«. 
if  I'  ’"’j.;..  ’,•“ 

j : ' < > 


.K 


% " 

V ^ . 


■*  ' P 

..  P 


■:fV 


V 5 


’X-  vs. 

■■''  '♦  i'*'^.- 

■ . ‘f  . \ 

\ 


.'»  - 

. ^ V, 


p H* 


* , ' A C 


X.v;>v 


>•  ( ■■'»< 
s , 
’ > .r  ^ ';X r ’ 


■ ! '^-^f 

. i 


i . . »« 


V 4 ■(  •*, 

•»  .41- 


■v^  * ‘ ‘ 

' . 


A'  *>. 

? ' l’ 


1-'  '■’•  -'  ‘^' 


T* 


W P.'' 


t'4*  'if 


. V ’ 


^ . 

■ J\< 
ifi} 


i-:-t 


XI 

•»  *v 


y •.  4,1. 


" ;^X4  . ii*'  ■ ■'•  •/>  • * . »'  ' *.  • ' " - 

X.  7'  I 4 ■ .T  '.’  i,  • '-..*  » 4V^'  ; -'  ’ ' - ■ ' ’ ■" 

*W^  V T ^ ^ ll  -'»••  ^ >.'  P ’<  P.  ■*  • ' • T ■ ■%  ^ . i--*  - ♦ . 4 

•**  •>  • . ^ * ' ' ,•-•■-  -A*  J.  *a-  ‘ ’’«!  **  - 

^ ^ J , 4’  f ' • /:.Vt  . ;■  . i'  • * * *^r<. 

^..  I*-  ; '•  - '-  -r  . --i  '■'  "■  ■ ~-  :>  ' 

. ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ■ * - • . ^ 

-.  '••••»  ■ i'  .X  j*'  . . 4 ■•  »4  • 

- ‘v  • % . ^ ‘ 


- * .^k 

* . .. 


■r.' 

r 


s. 

^ * 

'*•  ' 'i 

- >*  . 'i 

1 

L 

> >iS 

t ^ ^..* 

l>  ♦ . 

% 


5 * ^ 


*■*  '■*•/’■  v>( 

' 's'l-  - - 

*^4.'  ■'.  ' V'<  7 ' . 

^ > n ’ S,  •■  , 

< 


I 

*A ' .. 


®v 


-Xp.  , y. 


^ .if- 


r t 


s.  ' ^ 

^ ^ ■ * ■ )■ 

■»»  .c> 

. 4^  ■' 


> 1' 


‘■'T.  7-<i 


/, 


4 f 


> ■ ' . ■ . - . -'«.■•>• 

^ ...  /»  * I4', 

X - . " .-  ,.  .,/•/'  ••.'■-  . 

'S  ' f ■ , . ^ V • , , 


% ' ' 

z'm . " '•  • , 

I ^ T , - V'  ■ > * ' , ^ 

* -I  ^ t \- 

.V  ) V ■ ' 

';*■■  ' t 


/ 

V i.?';..7 
^,.  -• 


V -s 


■i 


\ J 


■ - "‘'Vi  ‘ *• 


y 


» \ 

i.  - r- 


• X . . 

- ^ vX  -.^b 

‘■’t  * ‘iff  i e,,. 

■ 0jt  • • 


P - *■  ■*« 

V * . ■ 


'.  * ' ' . ‘v 

iV'  . ' ' ' 


■<  .1  5 


^ ' .1 

\ 


4'  ,4  Y-  ^ 


■‘■'  if-  ' 


' V -. 


• ‘.<- 

J . 


<*•  I 


r *_ 


^ . 

P-  ■ 


:-4 


j . 

1.  **t  ' 


7 

) 


■ ■'  f 


r 

■ >3 


I’  i» 


’ * ' ,r 

- --  i 


' n- 

A T I f'-  , ■' 

P 4 A 


V 

:/. 


■ ^ % • * 


• I*  V 


t 


I 


,..  PT' 


I 

I I. 


<4 

^ ■ - i->- 

r If  V ^ Jl 

•'X.f 

X 

■•  *v 

X 4 T 

V' 

J’-  '*>''*• 

-• 

---.•*,  • . 'V^  - 

t i 

Ii  •'',  * -.5 

■*  r’* 


4^  , 


I 


^ 4 


' '*-»  ♦ 


*• 

u 


■ ?;  , ‘ 


V 


'>  .* 


-'.S- i. 

. ^ 


. I ."'  ■ 


'.f. 


J 


. ’ / 

'v 


''  I'  jk.  ■'•■  ‘ 

' ..  ‘ • ..  - 

S'.  *4-  'v  '■'  ■ ■ '. . : 

*'  "'«.  r'  ’ ' 4."-^\  «•  '■’ 

f % ■ 4 fi,  ■ • .* 

*.  \ '■ . I 1 


.V 


^ Vxf'X^c--. 


^ I 


4 .■• 


4 


'>  *. 

X I ■' « 


4 . 
« 

\ » 


4 a 


X'  v'- 
.X 


t ' ' ■ i » . •♦  - ! T ..  ■,  ■ .lS  • '.!'«*'  ■ V. 

•-  ' ' . .Xv-v*  ^-i:  p:'^X  ^ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

ELLESMERE  PORT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


For  the  Year  1952 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2919121x 


INTRODUCTION 


To  : The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  for  the 
year  1952. 

The  local  statistics  relating  to  health  continue  generally  to  be 
satisfactory  in  comparison  with  the  National  figures. 

A suminary  of  the  chief  items  is  given  below,  togeth^^r  with 
those  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  smaller  towns. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  7.71  per  1,000  estimated  population, 
compared  with  10.59  in  1951.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  11.3,  and  for  the  smaller  towns  11.2. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  20.01  per  1,000  population;  in  1951  the  rate 
was  18.48.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.3,  and  for  the 
smaller  towns  15.5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  31.15  per  1,000  live  births,  com- 
pared with  31.45  in  1951.  The  Rate  for  EngUnd  and  Wales  is 
27.6,  and  for  the  smaller  towns  25.8. 

No  cases  of  Eood  Poisoning  were  reported. 

Measles  (491)  and  Whooping  Cough  (262)  were  prevalent  and 
more  widespread  than  in  1951.  The  incidence  of  other  Infectious 
Diseases  was  low.  Eortunately  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diph- 
theria were  reported. 

It  is  timely  to  remind  the  public  that  Diphtheria  is  still  a 
killing  Disease,  and  its  elimination  is  conditional  upon  the  mainten- 
ance of  an  adequate  level  of  Immunisation. 

Twenty-five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  of  which 
22  were  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-Pulmonary;  in  1951  there  were  28 
Pulmonary  and  2 Non-Pulmonary. 

Attention  is  drawn  in  the  report  to  the  operation  of  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  which  gives  the  Council  compulsory 
powers  to  remove  to  an  Institution  aged  and  infirm  persons  in  need 
uf  care  and  attention.  This  is  a difficult  and  unpleasant  duty  and 
occupies  a great  deal  of  the  time  and  patience  of  a number  of 
officials. 
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In  spite  of  the  comprehensive  social  services  available,  it  is 
perhaps  opportune  to  remind  ourselves  that  it  still  remains  ^ a 
Christian  moral  obligation  for  children  to  have  some  responsibility 
for  the  care  and  welfare  of  their  aged  and  infirm  parents. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  has  continued  to  expand; 
and  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  it  wiU  be 
observed  that  Housing,  with  its  many  problems,  and  the  supervision 
of  food  premises  continue  to  absorb  much  time,  quite  apart  from 
other  responsible  duties  requiring  considerable  technical  knowledge. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  energy  with  which  overcrowding  and 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  are  being  tackled;  and  to  observe 
that  a larger  number  of  houses  have  been  granted  to  persons  living 
in  such  conditions. 

The  general  standard  of  samples  submitted  in  the  course  of 
routine  sampling  of  food-stuffs,  including  milk,  is  satisfactory,  an 
observation  which  is  strengthened  by  the  remarks  in  the  report 
submitted  to  me  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

Close  attention  has  continued  to  be  given  to  nuisances  arising 
from  industrial  concerns;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the  close 
liaison  that  is  given  to  us  by  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  Report  is  an  extract  from  my 
x^nnual  Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  on  the  Personal 
Health  Services  operating  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  in  the 
South  West  Cheshire  Division,  of  which  Ellesmere  Port  Urban 
District  forms  part. 

In  conclusion  I express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  re- 
ceived from  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Staff  of  the  Depaitment  during 
the  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


W.  J.  BIRCHALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1952 


The  Urban  District  of  Ellesmere  Port  is  coextensive  with  the 
civil  parish  of  that  name  and  it  includes  the  former  civil  parishes 
of  Whitby,  Little  Sutton,  Great  Sutton,  Childer  Thornton,  Hooton, 
Great  Stanney  and  Ince. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.PTL 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  TUFT,  M.R.San.  L,  M.S.LA. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

R.  K.  FRANCIS.  M.R.San.L,  M.S.LA. 
G.  KINREAD,  M.S.LA. 

G.  CARR,  M.S.LA. 


Clerk  : G.  POWELL 


Shorthand-Typists  (Part-time)  : 

Mrs.  B.  R.  WOODHOUSE  Mrs.  A.  RICHARDSON 

(Resigned  9.1.53)  (Commenced  duties  26.1.53) 

Clerk-Typists  : Miss  M.  JONES,  Miss  B.  WALKER 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Councillor  G.  T.  PRYTHERCH,  Chairman 
Councillor  H.  G.  BLACK,  Chairman  of  the  Council 
Councillor  C.  HAYWARD,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council 
Councillors  V.  Ball,  D.  B.  D.  Bevan,  C.  H.  U.  Burgess,  J.  A. 
Collin,  V.  Crutchley,  C.  Donoghue,  H.  Fazakerley,  J.  Groome, 
T.  R.  Hudson,  S,  Peers,  A.  Pritchard,  J.  A.  Roberts. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population 
Area  (acres) 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  ... 
Rateable  value  (1st  April,  1953)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1952/53) 


The 

deaths) 

Natural  increase  in  Population! 
is  shewn  in  the  following  tables. 

that  is. 

excess  of  births  over 

Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase 
per  1,000 

Pop. 

Year 

Population 

Natural 
Increase 
per  1,000 
Pop. 

1937 

25.610 

8.9 

1945 

27,160 

10.9 

1938 

26,030 

7.03 

1946 

28,740 

12.49 

1939 

26,920 

11.75 

1947 

29,670 

15.9 

1940 

28,160 

9.8 

1948 

30,860 

13.3 

1941 

28,530 

9.25 

1949 

31,290 

10.88 

1942 

27,950 

11.16 

1950 

32,110 

10,33 

1 943 

27,560 

15.5 

1951 

32,670 

7.89 

1944 

27,220 

13.44 

1952 

33,680 

12.29 

The 

deaths) 

Natural 

1937-1952 

increase  in  Population  (that  is, 
(England  and  Wales). 

excess  of  births  over 

Year 

Per  1,000 
Population 

Year 

Per  1,000 
Population 

1937  .. 

« ... 

2.7 

1945  ... 

4.7 

1938  .. 

3.5 

1946  ... 

7.6 

1939  .. 

2.9 

1947  ... 

8.5 

1940  .. 

0.3 

1948  ... 

7.1 

1941  .. 

1.3 

1949  ... 

5.0 

1942  .. 

4.2 

1950  ... 

4.2 

1943  .. 

, . . . 

4.4 

1951  ... 

3.0 

1944  .. 

6.0 

1952  ... 

4.0 

33,680 

9,144 

9,347 

£245,859 

£950 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

for  the  Year  1952 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

302 

343 

645 

11 

18 

29 

313 

361 

674 

Birth  rate  Corrected  Comparabilitv 

per  1,000  Population  20.01  Birth  rate  20.01  Factor  1.00"^ 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  (1952)  m 
160  smaller  towns  (population  25,000-50,000) — 15.5. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

12 

9 

21 

Illegitimate 

1 — 

1 

13 

9 

22 

Still  birth  rate  31.60  per  1,000  total 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

live  and  still  births 

or  .65 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  1937-1951 
was  590. 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS  AND 
BIRTH  RATES,  1937-1951 


Year 

Number 

Birth  rate 

Year 

Number 

Birth  rate 

1937 

483 

18.86 

1945 

555 

20.43 

1938 

476 

18.28 

1946 

635 

22.09 

1939 

543 

20.25 

1947 

730 

24.60 

1940 

566 

20.09 

1948 

665 

21.54 

1941 

565 

19.80 

1949 

673 

21.50 

1942 

538 

19.96 

1950 

614 

19.31 

1943 

603 

21.87 

1951 

604 

18.48 

1944 

611 

22.44 

Birth 

Rate, 

England 

and  Wales, 

1952 

. . • 

. . . 

15.3 

Birth 

Rate, 

England 

and  Wales, 

1951 

. . . 

. . . 

15.5 

Birth 

Rate, 

Administrative  County  of  Cheshire, 

1951  ... 

14.5 
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DEATHS 


Males,  137.  Females,  123.  Total,  260 

Death  Rate,  7.71.  Corrected  Death  Rate,  10.25.  Comparability  Factor,  1.33. 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES,  1937-1951 


Year 

Number 

Death  Rate 

Year 

Number 

Death  Rate 

1937 

254 

9.91 

1945 

252 

9.28 

1938 

293 

11.26 

1946 

276 

9.60 

1939 

229 

8.50 

1947 

257 

8.66 

1940 

291 

10.3 

1948 

253 

8.19 

1941 

301 

10.5 

1949 

223 

9.54 

1942 

246 

8.79 

1950 

282 

11.76 

1943 

276 

10.01 

1951 

346 

10.59 

1944 

245 

9.0 

The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  1937-1951 
was  268. 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  11.3  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate,  160  smaller  towns,  11.2  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 


Rate  per  1,000  Rate  per 
total  live  1,000 

and  still  live 


E^uerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths 

Nil 

Births 

Births 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

— 

— 

The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Death  Rate  per 
1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
Births 
0.09 
0.20 


0.29 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  21 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  18 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  3 


AGE 

31.15 

27.90 

103.44 


The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  : — 

All  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  •••  27.6 

160  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident  population 

25,000-50,000  Census  1951)  ...  ...  25.8 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (including 

London)  ...  ...  ...  •.•  31.2 

London  (Administrative  County)  ...  ...  ...  23.8 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  ...  ...  17 
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TABLE  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY,  1937-1951 


Year 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  Births 

Year 

1937  ... 

66.2 

1945 

1938  ... 

48.3 

1946 

1939  ... 

58.93 

1947 

1940  ... 

63.3 

1948 

1941  ... 

72.9 

1949 

1942  ... 

35.8 

1950 

1943  ... 

71.3 

1951 

1944  ... 

34.3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (All  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 


Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
46.85 
55.11 
56.16 
33.08 
31.20 
35.83 
31 .45 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

4.S 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

Males 

2 

Females 

4 

Tot 

6 

2. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 



— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 



9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

'■> 

J 

3 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 



2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

18 

5 

23 

15. 

Leuksemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 



1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

17 

14 

31 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

23 

9 

32 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease... 

A 

1 

9 

6 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

14 

22 

36 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

2 

9 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 



23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

12 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

1 

3 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

2 

7 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

1 

5 

6 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 1 

19 

30 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

All  other  Accidents 

4 

6 

10 

35. 

Suicide 

4 

1 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

137 

123 

260 

9 


General  Provision  of 
Health  Services  in  the  Area 


The  following  services  are  available  : — 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Birkenhead  under- 
takes free  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk,  water  and  other 
specimens  for  local  authorities. 

Food  and  drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  and  their  officers  submit  samples  for  examination  by  the 
County  Analyst. 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  were  reported  during  1952 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  district  operates  under  _ the 
direction  of  the  South  West  Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee 
of  the  County  Council,  with  the  help  of  the  Chester  City  Ambu- 
lances acting  as  an  agency  service.  The  Ambulance  Depot  is 
situated  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Two  full  time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direction 
of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port  and  an  additional  one  in 

Little  Sutton. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

These  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  York  Road, 
Ellesmere  Port,  the  Methodist  Hall,  Little  Sutton  and  the  Com- 
munity Centre,  Overpool. 

There  is  no  accommodation  available  at  present  for  a clinic 
in  the  village  of  Ince  and  transport  by  special  bus  to  Ellesmere 
Port  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  twice  each  month. 

Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics 
are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at  Ellesmeie  Poit. 

A school  clinic  with  Dental  Services  is  also  held  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Ellesmere  Port. 
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HOSPITALS 


The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals,  in  addition 
to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the  town  for 
most  purposes. 

Maternity.  Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge  where  patients 
are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends 
the  ante-natal  clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  maternity  home  at  Heswah. 

Midwives.  There  are  eight  midwives  practising  in  the  District, 
five  of  whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 


SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a Local  Authority  to 
apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  County  Council 
hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  and  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  A number  of 
such  cases  have  been  investigated  during  the  past  year,  involving 
a great  deal  of  time  and  patience.  These  old  people  have  each 
been  visited  by  some  or  all  of  the  following  persons,  viz.,  their  own 
Medical  Practitioner,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Health  Visitors,  County  Welfare  officials  and 
Authorised  Officer,  in  efforts  to  help  them  without  resort  to  com- 
pulsory pov/ers  of  removal. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  one  case  only  was  it  necessary 
to  apply  to  the  Magistrates  for  an  Order  for  compulsory  removal. 
In  this  case  eventually,  under  threat  of  the  Order,  it  was  possible 
to  obtain  the  old  lady’s  consent  to  enter  a County  Council  hostel 
before  serving  the  Order  on  her.  In  a number  of  cases  the  pro- 
vision of  a domestic  help  under  the  County  Council  Home  Help 
Scheme  has  relieved  the  problem,  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  period  1941-1952 
is  shewn  in  the  following  table  which  gives  the  case  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 


Y ear 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Erysip- 

elas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1941 

1.12 

0.70 

0.07 

0.14 

9.07 

0.14 

1942 

1.14 

5.90 

0.00 

0.03 

1.57 

0.07 

1943 

3.08 

12.51 

0.00 

0.00 

10.26 

0.18 

1944 

2.56 

2.09 

0.00 

0.07 

0.62 

0.47 

1945 

9.46 

0.73 

0.00 

0.22 

10.19 

0.00 

1946 

3.47 

0.20 

0.00 

0.20 

0.38 

0.24 

1947 

1.85 

0.30 

0.03 

0.20 

5.12 

0.20 

1948 

1.32 

0.16 

0.00 

0.20 

2.68 

1.74 

1949 

1.60 

0.00 

0.06 

0.09 

10.87 

4.12 

1950 

1.21 

0.06 

0.00 

0.09 

10.18 

4.17 

1951 

1.68 

0.06 

0.00 

0.18 

11.78 

2.84 

1952 

0.71 

0.00 

0.00 

0.23 

14.57 

7.77 

The  corresponding 
are  as  follows  : — 

notification 

rates  for 

England 

and  Wales 

Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Erysip- 

elas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1941 

1.47 

1.25 

0.03 

0.30 

10.33 

4.39 

1942 

2.19 

1.05 

0.01 

0.30 

7.46 

1.73 

1943 

3.01 

0.88 

0.02 

0.31 

9.88 

2.54 

1944 

2.40 

0.58 

0.01 

0.29 

4.16 

2.49 

1945 

1.89 

0.46 

0.02 

0.25 

11.67 

1.64 

1946 

1.38 

0.28 

0.03 

0.22 

3.92 

2.28 

1947 

1.37 

0.13 

0.02 

0.19 

9.41 

2.22 

1948 

1.73 

0.08 

0.02 

0.21 

9.34 

3.42 

1949 

1.63 

0.04 

0.02 

0.19 

8.95 

2.39 

1950 

1.50 

0.02 

0.00 

0.17 

8.39 

3.60 

1951 

1.11 

0.02 

0.00 

0.14 

14.07 

3.87 

1952 

1.53 

0.01 

0.02 

0.14 

8.86 

2.61 

There  was 

one  notification 

of  Puerpe 

ral  Pyrexia  in  1952 

shewing  a notification  rate  of  .02.  The  corresponding  notification 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  is 
17.87. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DISTRIBUTION  IN  WARDS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  CASES 
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Sanitary  Circumstances 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  mains  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  supply  the 
entire  area  and  from  them  there  is  a plentiful  supply  of  excellent 
water. 

The  supply  is  laid  into  the  houses  with  the  following  excep- 
tions : a bungalow  and  two  cottages  at  Great  Sutton  by  one  stand- 
pipe and  a house  in  Little  Sutton  which  obtains  its  supply  from  a 
private  well.  A number  of  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Ince  also  obiain 
water  through  standpipes,  the  remainder  having  a piped  supply  laid 
into  the  houses. 

The  water  throughout  the  district  is  in  a piped  supply  from  the 
pumping  stations  at  Hooton,  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth.  Softening 
operations  have  been  temporarily  suspended  at  the  Hooton  Pump- 
ing Station  as  well  as  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth. 

During  the  year  97  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  16  samples  for  Chemical  Analysis  from  the  flamed 
tap  in  the  softening  house  of  the  three  pumping  stations. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  a sample  of  water  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  from  the  pumping  station  at  Prenton  on 
the  9th  October,  1952,  and  this  is  a fair  specimen  of  the  average 
result  from  all  97  samples  throughout  the  year. 

Similarly  appended  is  a copy  of  the  analyst  s report  on  the 
chemical  analysis  of  a sample  taken  from  the  pumping  station  at 
Mouldsworth  on  the  15th  October,  1952.  All  samples  taken  from 
the  Water  Board’s  pumping  stations  were  hard  in  character,  though 
not  to  a degree  which  could  be  considered  unsatisfactory. 
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Bacteriological  Report 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 


Received — 10th  October,  1952  from  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 
Labelled — Prenton  Pumping  Station,  Flamed  tap  in  No.  2 House. 
Date — 9.10.52,  8.45  a.m.  Taken  by  R.  J.  Elam. 

Witness — W.  Leyland.  Signed — R.  J.  Elam. 


Number  of  Colonies  per  cubic  centimetre  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  37  deg.  C. 

in  one  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Colonies  per  cubic  centimetre  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  37  deg.  C. 
in  two  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Colonies  per  cubic  centimetre  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  20  deg.  C. 
in  three  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  producing  acid  and  gas 
in  Bile-Salt,  Lactose  Broth  and  after  two  days 
incubation  at  37  deg.  C.  (Presumptive  Bacillus 

Coli  test)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  containing  the  Bacillus 

Coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent  from  100  ml. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  giving  the  reaction  of 

the  B.Welchii  (Bacillus  Enteritidis  Sporogenes)  Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  consistent 
with  a wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 


(Signed)  GORDON  MILES 
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Chemical  Analysis 

on  the 

Examination  of  a Sample  of  Water 


Analysis  of  a Sample  of  Water  recieved  on  16.10.52  from  West  Cheshire 
Water  Board,  labelled  Mouldsworth  Pumping  Station— Flamed  tap  in 
Cottages. 

Taken  by  R.  J.  Elam.  Witness,  S.  Crawford.  Date  15.10.52 — 11.40  a.m. 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  Million 

Appearance  — Very  faint  opalescence  with  a slight  flocculent  deposit  of 

iron  oxide. 


Colour  Filtered  less 

than  10 

Turbidity  

3 

pH  

7.5 

Odour  

Nil 

Electric  Conductivity  

....  1010 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  

9 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride...  200 

Total  Solids  

670 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  

200 

Hardness  : Total,  260  ; 

Carbonate 

200,  Non-Carbonate  60. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  

2.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  

, . Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  

....  0.000 

Oxygen  Absorbed  

0.25 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  

....  0.000 

Residual  Chlorine  

0.10 

Metals  : Iron  0.39;  Manganese  0.02; 

Other  metals  absent. 

REPORT 

This  sample  has  slight  opalescence  and  deposit  due  to  the 
presence  of  a trace  of  iron,  the  turbidity  being  noticeable  but  not 
pronounced.  It  is  free  from  other  metals  apart  from  a negligible 
trace  of  manganese.  The  water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  hard  in 
character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree  and  it  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity.  Apart  from  the  objection 
that  the  water  is  not  quite  clean  and  bright  in  apearance,  it  is 
considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


(Signed)  GORDON  MILES 
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The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Engineer 
to  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  : 

1.  Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply. 

During  1952  work  proceeded  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Hooton  Pumping  Station  and  water  from  the  deepened  No.  5 
borehole  was  taken  into  supply  during  the  year. 

Work  also  continued  on  the  scheme  to  abstract  water 
from  the  River  Dee,  as  authorised  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water 
Order,  1950  and  a quantity  of  untreated  water  for  industrial 
use  has  been  supplied  since  May,  1952. 

During  1952  an  Inquiry  was  held  at  Chester  into  the 
Board’s  application  to  abstract  additional  water  from  the  Dee, 
which  resulted  in  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Order,  1952.  By 
this  Order  the  Board  may  abstract  up  to  a total  of  16.8  million 
gallons  per  day,  10  million  gallons  of  which  can  be  taken 
immediately  and  the  balance  on  the  completion  of  the  Bala 
Lake  Scheme,  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River 
Board. 


2.  Improvements  to  existing  source  of  public  supply. 

None,  other  than  the  reconstruction  of  Hooton  Pumping 
Sialion  referred  to  in  (1)  above. 


3.  Any  important  extensions  of  mains  ? 

Within  the  area  of  your  Council  extensions  of  mains 
have  been  carried  out  for  the  North  Whitby  Estate  Parts  1, 
2 and  3 and  also  for  the  Heathfield  Estate,  Whitby  : Rcssmore 
Road  West  and  Clydesdale  Estate. 


4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity? 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analyses  taken  at  regular 
intervals  throughout  the  year  have  shown  the  supplies  to  be 
of  the  usual  high  standard. 

There  have  been  a few  complaints  from  the  industrial 
area  of  lack  of  pressure  on  occasions  due  to  the  continuing 
demand  for  additional  supplies  by  the  firms  in  the  locality. 


5.  Is  any  part  of  the  District  in  need  of  an  improved  water  supply? 
Generally  the  position  is  satisfactory. 
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Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 


The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  obtained  in  the  Urban  District  of 
Ellesmere  Port  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  x\nalyst  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 

List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District 

during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 

No.  adulterated  or  not 


Number 

Sample  obtained 

Balsam  of  Aniseed  1 

Black  Puddings  1 

Butter  2 

Breakfast  Fry  1 

Beef  Dripping  1 

Cheese  Spread  2 

Coffee  1 

Camphorated  Oil  1 

Cooking  Fat  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  1 

Dessicated  Coconut  1 

Epsom  Salts  1 

Fish  Cakes  1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  1 

J am  2 

Liver  Sausage  2 

Lemon  Cheese  1 

Mint  in  Vinegar  2 

Milks  48 

Meat  Paste  2 

Malt  Vinegar  2 

Margarine  2 

Orange  Squash  1 

Paraffin  1 

Pepper  1 

Parrish’s  Chemical  Food  2 

Rum  2 

Sweets  1 

Synthetic  Cream  Powder  2 

Saccharin  Tablets  1 

Syrup  of  Figs  1 

Sage  and  Onion  2 

Self  Raising  Flour — Sweetened  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  1 

Table  Jelly  1 

Vanilla  Flavour  1 

Whisky  1 

Zinc  Ointment  1 


97 


up  to  the  recognised 
Standard  of  quality 


1 


1 


You  will  observe  that  only  one  sample  was  adversely  reported 
upon  and  this  concerned  a slight  deficiency  (5%)  in  the  fat  content 
of  a milk  sample.  The  seller  subsequently  was  cautioned. 

The  fact  that  only  one  very  minor  deficiency  was  disclosed 
out  of  the  97  samples  obtained  is  a highly  satisfactory  result. 
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REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  1952 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ellesmere  Port 

Urban  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  to  submit  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
the  department  relative  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  and 
inspection  of  the  district. 

The  year  has  been  a busy  one,  which  can  be  expected  in  an 
area  such  as  this  which  is  rapidly  developing,  not  only  from  a 
residential  point  of  view  but  also  industrially,  and  I trust  a perusal 
of  the  report  will  shew  some  indication  of  the  varied  duties  and 
responsibilities  that  are  involved. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  staff  for  their 
loyalty  and  support. 


Yours  faithfully. 


E.  TUFT. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 
carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  Year 


1 

Nol 

:ices  served. 

Comp- 

Re- 

Nature  of  Inspections 

Number, 

Informal 

Formal 

lied  with 

maining 
in  hand 

Dwelling  Houses  (General)  . . 
Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act, 

267 

238 

42 

222 

16 

1936)  

61 

19 

8 

8 

11 

Revisits  to  work  in  progress  . . 

1588 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  

26 

12 

— 

9 

3 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Caravans 

80 

15 

2 

14 

1 

Yards  and  Paved  Areas  . . 
Privies,  Cesspools,  Septic 

346 

346 

3 

342 

4 

Tanks,  etc 

17 

17 

— 

17 

— 

Drainage:  Inspections  . . 

102 

45 

— 

45 

■ — 

Tests  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ditches,  Watercourses  . . 

32 

10 

— 

7 

3 

Offensive  Accumulations 

4 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Food  Premises  

793 

160 

— 

135 

25 

Licenced  Premises 

30 

22 

— 

2 

20 

Factories:  Mechanical  .. 

31 

11 

— 

10 

1 

Non-mechanical  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Piggeries  

41 

11 

— 

9 

2 

Dairies  & Milk  Distributors  . , 

59 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Canal  Boats 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

27 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Infectious  Diseases:  Enquiries 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Visits 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections  . . 
Verminous  Premises: 

52 

— 

' 

— 

— 

Inspections 

84 

84 

— 

84 

— 

Disinfestations . . 

109 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rat  Infestations  

Samples  submitted  for  Bacterio- 
logical Examination: 

615 

615 

615 

Milk  

Rinse  Water 

85 

— 

— 

— 

(Catering  Est.) 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream 

98 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Foods  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swabs  

24 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Drinking  Water 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act  

References  to  other  Depart- 
ments and  Miscellaneous 

352 

50 

50 

Visits  

994 

57 

— 

55 

2 

Interviews  

788 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Disposal  Sites 

11 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Overcrowding:  Enquiries 

167 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Visits  . . 

90 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Former  Military  Camps  . . 

Pet  Animals  Act  Shop  Inspec- 

16 

8 

— 

7 

1 

tions  

7 

3 

— 

3 

— 

TOTALS 

7082 

1738 

55 

1648 

90 

I I 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936 


During  the  year  under  review  forty-five  Abatement  Notice^; 
were  served  upon  the  owners  of  premises  in  respect  of  the  existence 
of  Statutory  Nuisances.  In  fifteen  instances,  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  in  the  Court  of  Summaiy  Jurisdiction  ; whilst 
several  of  the  remainder  were  subject  to  warning  letters  bein*^ 
served  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  before  compliance  with  th^ 
notice  was  made  by  the  person  concerned. 

A great  amount  of  housing  repair  work  has  been  carried  out 
in  the  district  through  informal  action  taken  by  the  dcoor'^ment. 
although  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  owing  to  the  com- 
plexities of  the  problem. 

The  number  of  dust-bins  supplied  and  delivered  to  premises 
— totq]  7d9  of  these  57  were  supplied  subiect  to  an  annual  charp'e 
of  5 /- . This  was  onlv  carried  out  after  the  non-compliance  with 
an  informal  notice  served  upon  the  Owner. 

Apart  from  letters  received  from  tenants  of  h'^nses  renuesting 
am  inspection  of  their  premises.  706  verbal  comp'aints  were  made 
at  the  office.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  verv  many  visits  paid  in 
respect  of  overcrowding,  etc. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  .769  nf  the  Public 
Health  Act.  1936,  fifteen  applications  were  received  for  licences 
to  erect  or  station  and  use  a moveable  dwelling  for  human  habit- 
ation. Thirteen  licences  were  issued  and  in  each  instance  made 
^ubiect  TO  certain  sanitary  conditions  being  observed  as  set  out 
in  the  licence.  The  remaining  two  were  refused  and  there  were 
no  appeals. 

The  indiscriminate  tipping  of  industrial  waste  on  a private 
disposal  site  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  has  still  caused  some 
concern  to  the  Council,  for  conditions  have  not  improved. 

This  site  has  now,  however,  been  made  subject  to  planning 
control  and  it  is  hoped  that  tipping  will  be  carried  out  in  a more 
orderly  manner  and  on  much  better  lines  than  has  been  the  case 
in  the  past. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  department  has  been  actively  engaged  in  many  matters 
concerning  atmospheric  pollution  during  the  year  and  close  co- 
operation with  the  management  of  industry  has  been  maintained. 
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With  assistance  from  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  and 
the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  a course  of  lectures  on 
fuel  efficiency  and  smoke  abatement,  illustrated  with  various  films 
was  held  in  the  main  hall  of  the  Grange  Boys'  Modern  Secondary 
School.  The  lectures  were  attended  by  personnel  engaged  in  local 
industries  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  presided  at  the  opening 
meeting.  A good  average  attendance  was  recorded  in  the  series, 
which  consisted  of  nine  lectures,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  the 
interest  shewn  b}^  factory  managements  who  gave  their  fullest 
support  to  this,  our  new  venture  in  the  district.  In  several  instances 
they  required  an  attendance  sheet  of  those  personnel  who  attended 
the  course.  Apart  from  the  two  guest  speakers,  all  lectures  were 
delivereo  by  a member  of  the  staff. 

With  the  consequent  build-up  of  the  district  the  problem  of 
atmospheric  pollution  will  become  more  important  than  ever  and 
/t  is  felt  that  too  much  consideration  cannot  be  shewn  in  dealing 
with  the  problem. 


The  emission  of  grit  from  a local  factory  mentioned  in  a 
previous  report  has  improved  during  the  year  and  no  recent  com- 
plaints have  been  received.  It  has  been  decided  by  the  Company 
to  carry  out  an  electrification  scheme  to  effect  a permanent  remedy 
to  the  nuisance  and  although  strong  representations  were  made  by 
the  Council  to  the  Ministry  concerned  and  the  manufacturers  of 
the  electrical  equipment,  no  priority  for  delivery  was  available, 
with  the  consequent  result  that  this  scheme  will  not  be  carried  out 
until  1954. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  delay  should  occur,  which  i^:. 
due  to  an  order  of  priorities  promoted  by  the  Central  Government. 


Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  two  factories  concerning, 
in  one  instance,  emission  of  obnoxious  gases,  etc.,  and  the  other 
the  nuisance  of  carbon  particles.  The  former  is  chiefly  the  concern 
of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector,  with  whom  close  liaison  is  main- 
tained and  who  has  made  it  quite  clear  that  all  possible  steps  are 
being  taken  to  remedy  the  matter.  In  the  second  instance  exten- 
sive measures  are  being  undertaken  by  the  Company  to  combat 
the  nuisance  with  the  use  of  modern  methods  incorporated  in  new 
plant  design. 

This  important  branch  of  our  work  is  of  a very  technical 
character  requiring  knowledge  of  the  various  processes  involved 
in  industry  which  make  it  imperative  for  a great  deal  of  time  to 
be  spent  on  investigation  of  the  varying  problems  which  are 
encountered . 
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Camps 

Only  one  former  military  camp  mentioned  previously  remained 
in  occupation  at  the  close  of  the  year,  although  to  a lesser  extent 
as  all  wooden  structures  as  they  became  vacant  were  being  demo- 
lished on  the  instructions  of  the  Council. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  Council  has  now  decided, 
upon  the  representation  of  the  Health  Committee,  that  as  the 
remaining  hut  units  become  vacant  on  the  granting  by  the  Council 
of  tenancies  of  suitable  Council  houses,  such  hut  units  be  noi 
made  available  for  re-occupation.  This  related  to  brick  or  part- 
brick  structures  in  addition  to  those  built  entirely  of  wood.  The 
number  of  families  involved  is  10. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  retention  of  this  camp  for 
a long  period  would  have  resulted  in  a serious  problem  to  the 
department  as  conditions  were  deplorable  from  a sanitary  point 
of  view. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year 


was  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  16 

(b)  Other  Houses  24 

(c)  Number  disinfested  40 

(d)  Total  visits  50 


The  number  of  houses  treated  shew  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year’s  figures  and  a number  of  individual  cases  have 
been  noted  v/here  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  unsatisfactory. 

All  infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  form 
of  D.D.T.,  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally  considered 
now  necessary  to  have  wood-work  removed  in  the  bedrooms  to 
facilitate  disinfestation,  due  to  the  residual  effect  of  D.D.T. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
through  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 


Drains  and  Sewerage 

There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  District.  The 
works  at  Little  Stanney  were  erected  during  the  year  1933,  and 
designed  for  a population  of  20,000  ; whilst  the  disposal  works  at 
Sunnyside  Pontoon,  known  as  the  Town  Works,  were  reconstructed 
and  designed  for  a population  of  7,000.  An  area  is  drained  under 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  River  Mersey  without  treatment. 
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The  scheme  mentioned  in  previous  reports  relating  to  the 
provision  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  Parish  of 
Ince  is  still  under  consideration. 

A survey  of  the  domestic  property  to  be  served  by  the  pro- 
posed scheme  was  made  during  the  year  and  presented  to  the 
Council.  This  is  dealt  with  in  the  section  under  Housing  Act 
of  the  report. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  small  River  Gowy  is  within  the  Urban  District  and  is 
bordered  by  oil  works  along  its  entire  length  in  this  District.  It 
IS  tide-locked  where  it  is  syphoned  below  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  to  discharge  into  the  River  Mersey. 

A great  deal  of  pollution  is  evident  due  to  trade  effluents  from 
neighbouring  industries. 


Closet  Accommodation 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  provided  Vv^ith  clean  water 
closets,  but  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  sewers  are  not 
available,  some  pails,  privies,  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  in  use. 

Several  septic  tank  and  filter  bed  installations  have  again  been 
reconstructed  on  action  taken  by  the  department.  Regular  inspect- 
ions have  to  be  carried  out  to  these  small  sewage  disposal  plants  in 
order  to  see  that  regular  maintenance  is  being  observed,  otherwise 
die  most  efficient  soon  become  a source  of  pollution  and  nuisance. 
Experience  has  shown  that  in  many  instances  Owners  have  gone 
to  a great  deal  of  expense  in  providing  suitable  sewage  works 
but  never  take  the  necessary  interest  in  maintenance. 

A service  is  in  operation  under  the  control  of  the  Councibs 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  regular  cleansing  of 
pail  closets  in  the  Parish  of  Ince. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  under  the  control 
of  the  Surveyor’s  Department.  Modern  mechanised  vehicles  are  in 
use  and  disposal  is  by  tipping. 

For  this  form  of  disposal,  controlled  tipping  in  its  entirety  is 
the  only  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem,  otherwise  the  site 
soon  becomes  untidy  and  a veritable  eyesore. 

All  premises  in  the  district  utilise  the  standard  dust-bin, 
24  ins.  by  18  ins.,  and  the  Sanitary  Department  enforces  the 
renewal,  etc.,  of  dilapidations. 
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Swimming  Pool 

The  Rivacre  Swimming  Pool  is  owned  by  the  Council  and 
has  a swimming  area  of  1,567  square  yards. 

The  water  passes  through  a continuous  bath  purification  plant 
which  embodies  two  horizontal  air-scoured  pressure  filters  with  a 
circulation  pump  capable  of  circulating  the  total  contents  of  the 
Pool  in  a period  of  eight  hours. 

The  new  chlorination  plant  has  proved  to  be  highly  satis- 
factory and  samples  of  water  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  during 
the  summer  season. 


Schools 

There  are  three  Council  Secondarv  Schools,  ten  Council 
Primary  Schools  and  four  Denominational  Schools  in  the  District". 

All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  piped  water  from  the  West 
Cheshire  Water  Board’s  mains. 

The  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools  are  immediately 
notified  on  occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  order  to 
secure  the  exclusion  of  the  contacts  for  the  necessary  period. 

During  the  vacation,  and  at  other  times  when  found  necessary, 
the  schools  are  thoroughly  disinfected. 


Canal  Boats 

Four  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  these  were 
registered  to  carry  eight  adults  and  nine  children. 

The  actual  number  found  to  be  in  occupation  was  six  adults 
and  four  children. 

There  were  no  Statutory  Notices  served. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
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TOTAL 


. Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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(c;  iNot  separate  tor  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 


Housing  Acts 


A great  deal  of  attention  has  again  been  given  to  this  important 
aspect  of  our  work  comprising  overcrowding,  dwellings  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  general  repairs. 

No  other  problem  affects  the  intimate  lives  of  the  community 
to  such  an  extent  as  does  the  question  of  suitable  housing  accom- 
modation and  it  is  considered,  therefore,  having  in  mind  the 
various  provisions  contained  in  the  Housing  Acts,  that  overcrowd- 
ing, unlit  houses,  improvements  to  property  and  the  general  stan- 
dard of  housing  are  the  primary  concern  of  the  Health  Committee. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  number  of  cases  of  over- 
crowding etc.  dealt  with  by  the  department  during  the  year  and 
rehoused  by  the  Council  was  higher  than  in  any  previous  year. 
This  was  made  possible  by  several  factors  including  an  increased 
allocation  which  was  referred  to  in  the  report  for  1951. 

A detailed  report  is  prepared  on  each  case  which  is  carefully 
examined  by  the  Housing  and  Health  Committees  through  the 
respective  Chairmen  and  appropriate  recommendations  are  made 
to  the  Housing  (Lettings)  Committee.  This  system  has  proved  to 
operate  very  satisfactorily. 

A detailed  survey  report  in  respect  of  part  of  the  Village  of 
Ince,  embracing  some  42  dwellings,  was  presented  to  the  Health 
Committee  and  Council.  The  report  is  now  receiving  active 
attention  vv^ith  regard  not  only  to  general  housing  conditions,  but 
also  water  supply  and  drainage  as  these  problems  were  also  em- 
bodied in  the  survey. 

Reports  in  respect  of  nineteen  individual  unht  houses  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Committee  ; of  these  two  were  demolished,  two 
subject  to  demolition  orders,  ten  subject  to  undertakings  that  the 
premises  would  not  again  be  used  for  human  habitation  unless 
and  until  they  had  been  rendered  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Local  Authority,  and  action  is  pending  in  respect  of  the  remaining 
five. 

The  following  table  of  housing  inspections  is  prepared  on  the 
lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry. 
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1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)...  323 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1588 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  1) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  o1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  185 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  4] 

. Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  52 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICE 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  41 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ^ 

O)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  N|] 

,2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  Formal  Notice  aju 

(a)  By  Owners  ” yj-q 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  42 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notice 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Remaining  in  hand  4 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ^ 

fl)  Lumber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  i 

(2)  i^umber  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  yjq 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  but 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


Nine  applications  for  registration  of  food  premises  were  received 
during  the  year  under  review.  Seven  related  to  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream and  two  for  preserved  foods.  All  were  satisfactory  and 
licences  issued. 

There  are  now  106  premises  in  the  district  registered  within 
the  provisions  of  Section  14. 

Co-operation  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  again  been  main- 
tained whereby  new  applicants  for  catering  licences  are  referred  to 
the  department  to  ensure  the  premises  are  suitable  for  such  purpose 
before  they  receive  the  necessary  licence.  This  is  much  appreciated 
as  not  only  does  it  keep  us  informed  in  respect  of  the  opening  of 
food  premises  but  enables  the  department,  as  experience  has  shewn, 
to  have  all  requirements  carried  out  without  delay. 

In  the  main,  such  premises  do  not  require  to  be  registered  and 
one  wonders  what  the  position  will  be  at  the  end  of  food  rationing. 
They  will  presumably  not  require  Ministry  of  Food  approval  and 
as  we  have  been  informed  on  several  occasions  that  new  food 
legist adon  is  pending,  we  can  only  express  the  earnest  hope  that 
the  scope  of  registration  of  food  premises  with  the  Local  Authority 
wih  be  extended. 

Whilst  every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  remedy  the  matter 
there  still  remain  several  food  shops  without  a fixed  wash-hand 
basin  for  personal  washing  facilities.  In  such  cases  a large  sink 
is  provided  with  a small  enamel  bowl  and  it  can  be  readily 
appreciated  that  there  are  occasions  when  the  sink  is  being  utilised 
for  some  other  purpose  connected  with  the  business.  Cases  of  this 
type  are  very  difficult  and  it  is  a pity  that  the  provision  of 
washing  facilities  generally  had  not  been  made  a more  explicit 
requirement. 

The  advantage  of  some  form  of  refrigeration,  as  applicable  to 
food  premises,  is  stressed  wherever  found  necessary. 


Food  Hygiene 

The  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Committee  has  continued 
to  play  its  part  in  furtherance  of  the  aims  of  food  hygiene  in  the 
district  and  regular  meetings  have  been  held. 
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All  sections  of  the  food  industry  are  fully  represented  on  the 
Committee  and  the  Chairman  for  the  past  year  was  Mr.  N. 
Hallmark,  Managing  Secretary,  Ellesmere  Port  & District  Co-oper- 
ative Society  Ltd.  The  help  and  co-operation  received  from  the 
Committee  is  greatly  appreciated  for  really  good  work  has  been  done 
since  its  inception. 

During  the  year  several  invitations  have  been  received  to 
address  meetings  of  various  Women’s  Organisations  on  the  subject 
of  food  hygiene.  This  is  to  be  encouraged  for  the  more  interest 
that  is  taken  by  the  public  in  this  important  work  the  better,  as 
without  their  entire  support  much  that  is  achieved  by  the  depart- 
ment is  to  some  degree  nullified. 

The  programme  adopted  for  the  holding  of  lectures  to  ah  food 
handlers  was  again  put  into  operation  during  the  winter  months 
and  a number  of  personnel  attended  the  full  course  of  four  lectures 
and  duly  received  their  certificate.  It  does  appear  that  this  educa- 
tional work  will  be  a permanent  feature  for  there  will  always  be 
new  entrants  into  the  food  trades  who  have  not  received  training 
in  food  hygiene. 

Amendments  formulated  by  the  Council  to  the  model  food 
byelaws  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  which  were  in  force 
in  the  district,  were  approved  and  came  into  operation  6th  October, 
1952.  These  will  serve  to  strengthen  our  efforts  to  improve  the 
standard  of  food  handling  and  once  again  points  to  the  efforts  made 
by  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Committee  in  their  honest 
endeavours. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  progress  is  being  made  and  whilst 
much  remains  to  be  done  the  district  compares  very  favourably 
with  many  authorities  in  this  important  work. 

The  Annual  Social  Evening  again  took  place  when  the  Chair- 
man and  several  members  of  the  Council  were  present.  This  may 
be  referred  to  as  the  lighter  side  of  the  Clean  Food  Committee’s 
work  but  it  does  serve  a useful  purpose  in  bringing  all  sections  of 
the  trade  together. 


Licensed  Premises 

A detailed  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  year  of  all  licensed 
premises  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  clubs.  This  survey 
fully  embraced  what  are  considered  to  be  the  responsibilities  of  a 
local  authority,  viz.,  provision  of  adequate  and  suitable  W.C. 
accommodation:  ventilation;  general  repairs,  etc.  and  decorations; 
adequacy  or  otherwise  of  washing  facilities;  food  preparation  rooms; 
glass  washing;  .spillage  and  general  food  hygiene. 

On  completion,  a sub-committee  formed  from  the  Clean  Food 
Joint  Consultative  Committee  and  presided  over  by  the  Chairman 
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of  the  Council  met  representatives  from  the  Brewery  Companies 
with  premises  in  the  area,  representatives  from  the  Licensing 
Justice’s  Bench  and  Licensed  Victuallers’  Association  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a general  discussion  on  the  many  points  raised.  This  meeting 
was  conducted  in  a very  cordial  atmosphere,  all  present  were  in  fuh 
agreement,  full  co-operation  was  promised.  Each  compan}^  was 
informed  in  writing  of  the  matters  to  receive  attention  and  to  date, 
some  excellent  progress  on  alterations  etc.,  has  been  made  by  several 
Brewery  Companies. 


Restaurants,  Canteens,  etc. 

Routine  visits  have  been  paid  to  this  type  of  food  premises  and 
works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  in  several  instances. 
In  connection  with  samples  of  rinse  water  26  were  obtained  for 
examination,  14  being  classified  as  " Not  satisfactory.”  In  addition 
24  swabs  were  taken  fromx  cutlery  and  of  these  all  were  satisfactory. 

The  double  sink  method  of  washing  crockery,  etc.,  is  re- 
commended by  the  Department  whenever  applicable.  This  entails 
the  preliminary  washing  of  utensils  in  one  sink  at  110  deg.  F.  or 
thereabouts,  followed  by  immersion  in  another  at  a temperature 
between  170  deg.  F.  and  180  deg.  F. 


Food  Inspection  and  Sampling 

In  addition  to  routine  work  116  special  visits  were  paid  to  food 
premises  at  the  request  of  the  Owners  and  the  following  foods  were 
rejected  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


447 

tins 

Fruit 

1 

box  Figs 

760 

tins 

Tomatoes 

8 

boxes  Cheese 

229 

tins 

Meat 

12 

jars  Fruit 

48 

tins 

Peas 

23 

jars  Tomato  Ketchup 

43 

tins 

Beans 

12 

jars  Sweet  Pickle 

149 

tins 

Soups 

1 

jar  Shrimps 

28 

tins 

Milk 

6 

lbs.  Custard  Powder 

14 

tins 

Meat  Paste 

241 

lbs.  Cooked  Ham 

14 

tins 

Apples 

112 

lbs.  Fish 

32 

tins 

Jam 

34 

lbs.  Sausages 

23 

tins 

Baby  Foods 

31 

lbs.  Beef 

8 

tins 

Carrots 

8 

lbs.  Lamb 

14 

tins 

Salmon 

3 

lbs.  Pressed  Pork 

28 

tins 

Coffee 

40 

lbs.  Figs 

6 

tins 

Tomato  Sauce 

117 

lbs.  Offal 

20 

tins 

Mixed  Vegetables 

7 

lbs.  Dates 

28 

tins 

Choc.  Paste 

76 

pkts.  Sponge  Mixture 

8 

tins 

Spaghetti 

15 

pkts.  Blancmange 

3 

tins 

Date  Pudding 

36 

lbs.  Rolled  Oa1s 

3 

tins 

Chicken 

20 

pkts.  Dates 

1 

tin 

Sausage 

67 

bars  Chocolate 

23 

tins 

Tomato  Juice 

217 

pkts.  Bisto 

40 

tins 

Cocoa 

24 

pkts.  Cvstard  Pcwdrr 
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Ice  Cream 

Eighty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  examination 
from  all  dealers  and  manufacturers  during  the  year.  This  sampling 
is  carried  out  on  a rota  basis  whereby  each  trader  is  visited  at 
irregular  intervals. 

Of  the  83  samples  obtained  and  examined  in  accordance  wi'h 
the  requirements  of  the  Ministry,  78  were  placed  in  Grade  1,  and 
this  is  considered  very  satisfactory. 

There  are  two  establishments  in  the  district  who  manufacture 
by  the  hot  mix  method.  Conditions  at  both  are  satisfactory. 

In  several  instances  it  has  been  noted  that  traders  registered 
to  retail  wrapped  ice  cream  were  in  fact  " breaking  down  ” Family 
Blocks.  This  is  considered  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  regis- 
tration of  the  particular  premises  and  suitable  action  was  taken. 

Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice  cream  dealers 
to  see  that  their  vehicles  are  kept  to  standard  in  accordance  with 
die  code  of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  trader. 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  9 registered  dairies  and  33  distributors  in  the  district. 
In  addition  six  distributors  bring  milk  into  the  area  from  outside 
districts  as  well  as  three  registered  wholesalers.  These  figures  shew 
an  increase  of  distributors  over  the  previous  vear. 

The  work  of  milk  sampling  is  carried  out  on  a rota  basis  on 
the  lines  mentioned  in  previous  reports. 

Eighty-five  samples  v/ere  obtained  and  sent  to  the  bacteriologist 
for  ^ examination,  each  being  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

_ Of  the  39  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis,  one  was  returned 
positive.  The  necessary  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  this  latter 
report. 

Eighty-five  samples  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
designation.  Seventy-eight  were  satisfactory  and  “ follow-up  ” action 
was  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  which  failed  the  prescribed  test. 

Seventy-three  Dealers’  Licences  and  eight  Supplementary 
Licences  were  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations. 

An  increasing  number  of  retailers  continue  to  obtain  their 
supplies  already  bottled  thus  reducing  the  handling  of  milk  to  a 
minimum. 
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Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Council  is  the  Local  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tration of  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  352  inspections 
were  paid  during  the  course  of  the  year  under  review. 


Pet  Animals  Act 

There  are  three  premises  in  the  district  licensed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  All  are  satisfactory. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 


Three  rodent  operatives  are  employed  together  with  a charge- 
hand  whose  part-time  services  are  chargeable  to  rodent  control. 

The  fullest  co-operation  is  received  from  the  occupiers  of  prop- 
erty,  particularly  industrial  premises.  This  results  in  the  work  being 
carried  out  without  friction  and  is  appreciated.  A number  of  annual 
contracts  are  in  operation  and  a free  service  is  granted  to  occupiers 
of  domestic  property  to  clear  any  rat  infestation. 

Membership  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Work- 
able Area  Committee  No.  22  has  been  continued  and  meetings 
attended  which  have  been  held  at  Birkenhead. 

10,558  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives 
with  1145  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total  amount  of 
poison  take  i.e.,  poison  and  bait  combined,  on  all  campaigns 
was  Zinc  Phosphide  32  lbs,,  Red  Squill  26  lbs..  Arsenic  6 lbs., 
Mafantu  6 lbs.  12  ozs. 

A formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation  of  the 
csdmated  kill  of  the  common  rat  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic 
are  used  shews  that  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons  used  in  cam- 
paigns, a total  kill  of  1,520  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

A test  baiting  of  10  per  cent,  of  sewer  manholes  in  the  entire 
district  were  baited  and  ‘‘no  takes’’  recorded  in  each  instance, 
This  was  satisfactory  and  a certificate  was  issued  by  the  Divisional 
Rodent  Officer  exempting  the  Council  from  undertaking  anv  further 
action  in  the  treatment  of  sewers  during  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1953. 

^ Experimental  work  with  satisfactory  results  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  relative  to  the  use  of  Arsenic  as  a poison  bait  at  one 
large  industrial  site  under  contract  by  the  Local  Authority.  Senior 
technical  officers  from.  Ffeadquarters  visited  the  district  and  ex- 
piessed  their  satisfaction  in  the  manner  this  work  was  completed 
and  the  co  operation  shewn  by  the  department. 


LIST  OF  LOCAL  OR  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  ORDERS  OR  REGULATIONS  IN  FORCE 

(so  far  as  unrepealed)  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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Annual  Report  on  Health  Services  of 
South  West  Cheshire  Division  for  the 

Year  1952 

INTRODUCTION 


Councillor  S.  Grimshaw  of  Chester  Rural  District  Council 
retired  from  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee,  which  he  had 
held  during  the  previous  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Vice-Chair- 
man, Councillor  J.  Groome  of  Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District 
Council.  Councillor  Grimshaw  was  elected  Vice-Chairman. 

The  Committee  has  held  ten  meetings  during  the  year,  the 
average  attendance  being  sixteen  members  out  of  a total  of  thirty- 
seven  . 

The  Division  comprises  Ellesmere  Port  and  Hoole  Urban 
Districts,  and  Chester  and  Tarvin  Rural  Districts.  The  total  popu- 
lation, according  to  the  provisional  figures  taken  in  1952,  was 
81,914  and  the  area  is  116,086  acres,  which  is  the  equivalent  of  0.70 
persons  per  acre.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  22,947,  and 
the  combined  rateable  value  is  approximately  £480,000. 

Generally,  the  work  of  the  Committee  has  continued  to  expand. 
With  the  completion  of  repairs  to  the  Village  Hall  at  Incc,  this 
building  is  now  available  for  use  as  a Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  it 
is  hoped  soon  to  establish  a Clinic  there. 

The  work  of  the  Amibulance  Service  showed  marked  increases 
in  the  numiber  of  patients  carried  by,  and  the  total  mileages  of, 
both  County  owned  ambulances  and  sitting  case  cars.  Such  increases 
were  accompanied  by  considerable  reductions  in  the  use  of  agency 
services,  private  hire  cars,  etc. 

With  reference  to  the  medical  statistics  included  in  the  report, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  births  notified  in  the 
Division  increased  by  about  14%,  compared  v/ith  the  pre\ious  year, 
there  was  an  increase  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register,  both  of 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  types.  The  general  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  showed  little  variation  from  the  previous  year, 
except  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough, 
mainly  in  Ellesmere  Port.  There  was  an  actual  reduction  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  measles  in  the  Division,  in  spite  of  a severe 
epidemic  in  Ellesmere  Port,  where  the  numbers  were  much  greater 
than  in  1951. 


37 


Attendance  figures  at  both  Day  Nurseries  are  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year.  This  was  due  in  part  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
the  figures  remain  low,  possibly  owing  to  the  fact  that  less  employ- 
ment was  available  for  women  in  the  neighbourhood.  Increased 
charges  for  the  admission  of  children,  which  came  into  force  in 
October,  may  also  have  some  influence  on  attendances. 

There  was  further  considerable  expansion  in  the  Domestic 
Help  Service,  with  the  consequent  and  inevitable  rise  in  expendi- 
ture, and  in  spite  of  directives  from  the  County  Finance  and  Health 
Committees  for  stringent  economy.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  the  Committee  found  it  necessary  severely  to  restrict  and 
curtail  the  Service  in  an  endeavour  to  keep  within  the  estimated 
expenditure. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

South  West  Cheshire 
Divisional  Health  Committee 


REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1952 


N.H  S ACT,  1946  (SECTION  22)— 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

A — Mothers'  Clinics  : 


New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ante-Natal 

...  477 

2,809 

Post-Natal 

...  121 

150 

Dental  : 

Pre-Natal 

3 

5 

Nursing  Mothers  ... 

4 

7 

Dentures  Supplied 

— 

B — Young  Children's  Clinics  : 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

(1)  Infant  Welfare — 

To  1 year 

...  941 

10,012 

1 — 5 years 

...  212 

3,757 

(2)  Specialist — 

Ophthalmic 

42 

142 

Dental  Treatment  (Under  5) 

...  94 

114 

E.N.T.  (Under  5) 

...  48 

70 

Daily 

Average  No 

Total 

Attending 

Attendances 

(3)  Day  Nurseries — 

Aged  0 — 2 years 

15 

3,910 

2 — 5 years 

48 

13,400 

Details  of  figures  (where  they  relate  to 

more  than  i 

one  Clinic) 

are  given  hereunder 

Eye  Clinics  : 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Hoole 

6 

18 

Ellesmere  Port 

36 

124 

Totals 

42 

142 

Number  of  children  under  5 for  whom 
spectacles  were  prescribed 
Number  of  cases  recommended  for  hospital 
treatment 


14 

10 
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Ante  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 


New  Total 

Cases  Attendances 

Hoole — 

Ante-Natal 

• • • 

• • • 

28  59 

Post-Natal 

• • • 

• • . 

29  56 

Ellesmere  Port — 

Ante-Natal 

• • • 

• * • 

449  2,750 

Post-Natal 

... 

... 

88  94 

Day  Nurseries  : 

Daily 

Average  No.  Total 
Attending  Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port — 

Aged  0 — 2 years 

• . « 

. . . 

14  2,890 

,,  2 — 5 years 

. . . 

. . . 

22  5,721 

Little  Sutton — 

Aged  0 — 2 years  ... 

• • • 

• . • 

4 1,020 

,,  2 — 5 vears 

... 

... 

26  6,679 

Welfare  Centre^  • 

New 

Cases 

Total  Attendances 

0—1 

1—5 

0—1  1—5 

Barrow 

12 

— 

175  104 

Ellesmere  Port  ... 

...  394 

115 

2,935  1,065 

Farndon 

...  23 

6 

194  148 

Hoole 

...  146 

9 

1,478  309 

Huntington 

20 

6 

162  161 

Kelsall 

37 

10 

426  245 

Little  Sutton 

...  81 

14 

1,268  397 

Malpas 

25 

5 

224  164 

Overpool 

...  69 

43 

597  249 

Saughall 

...  40 

4 

466  179 

Tarvin 

19 

4 

258  188 

Tattenhall 

28 

12 

271  249 

Upton 

47 

10 

558  299 

Totals 

...  941 

212 

10,012  3,757 

SPECIAL  COMMENTS 

WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  DAY  NURSERIES 
Welfare  Centres 

The  exterior  decorating  of  Hoole  Welfare  Centre  was  carried 
out,  together  with  some  interior  plastering  and  major  repairs. 

The  Ellesmere  Port  Welfare  Centre  was  broken  into  by  three 
boys  who  caused  damage  to  windows  and  door  locks.  The  Police 
were  called  in  and  the  culprits  were  later  apprehended. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  pub- 
licising the  availabilty  of  National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and 
Orange  [rice  at  the  Farndon  Welfare  Centre. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Village  Hall  at  Ince  became 
available  for  use  as  a Welfare  Centre,  and  it  was  recommended  to 
the  County  Health  Committee  that  a Welfare  Centre  be  provided 
for  two  sessions  per  month,  at  a rental  of  15/-  per  session.  It  was 
also  agreed  that,  subject  to  such  approval  being  obtained,  a sum 
not  exceeding  £60  be  expended  on  the  purchase  of  the  necessary 
equipment  for  the  Centre. 


Day  Nurseries 

The  water  system  at  both  Nurseries  was  investigated  by  the 
Chairman  and  the  District  Architect.  It  was  found  that  the  existing 
system  was  inadequate,  and  tenders  were  obtained  for  subs  iiuling 
larger  boilers. 

The  charges  for  admission  to  the  Day  Nurseries  w^erc  increased, 
and  varied  as  from  1st  October. 

A visit  of  inspection  was  paid  to  the  Ellesmere  Port  Nursery 
by  a Public  Health  Nursing  Officer  and  H.M.  Inspector  of  Training 
of  Nursing  Assistants. 

The  attendance  figures  at  Ellesmere  Port  were  kept  low  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  due  to  the  Nursery  being  in  quarantine 
as  a result  of  chicken  pox  and  the  prevalence  cf  whooping  cough, 
measles  and  mumps.  Little  Sutton  Nursery  was  affected  by  a w^avp 
of  mumps  and  whooping  cough  during  the  June  Quarter,  but  other- 
wise the  general  health  of  both  children  and  staff  has  been  good. 

A comparative  Statement  on  the  costs  of  Day  Nurseries  for  the 
3-'^ear  ended  31st  March,  1952,  was  received  from  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  the  daily  cost  per  child  at  the  tw^o  Nurseries  during 
the  year  v/as  as  follows  — 

Ellesmere  Port — 9/10;|d.  (1950/51 — 10/8jd.). 

Little  Sutton — 9/9d.  (1950/51 — 10/4d.). 

Toy^s  to  the  value  of  £10  were  purchased  for  each  of  the  two 
Nurseries,  and  successful  Christmas  parties  were  held  for  the  child- 
ren. 


(Section  23) 

MIDWIVES 

Number  of  births  : — 1,720  (including  40  Stillbirths). 
(Adjusted  for  inw^ard  and  outward  transfers). 

Transport 

It  was  recommended  to  the  County  Health  Committee  that  a 
new  car  be  provided  for  the  District  Nurse/Midwife  at  Mouldsworth, 
and,  pending  delivery  of  same,  a factory  reconditioned  engine  be 
fitted  in  the  present  car  and  repairs  carried  out. 
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A new  Ford  Anglia  Saloon  8 h.p.  car  was  delivered  to  the 
County  Midwife  at  Upton. 


(Section  25) 

HOME  NURSING 

The  District  Nurse  of  Aldford  had  an  accident  with  her  car, 
which  resulted  in  extensive  damage  to  the  vehicle.  Repairs  were 
effected,  and  in  the  meantime  the  Nurse  hired  a car  from  the  local 
Garage  Proprietor  at  a cost  of  7|d.  per  mile. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  car  of  the  District  Nurse,  Taivin, 
and  a reconditioned  engine  obtained. 


(Section  26) 

VACCINATION  dc  IMMUNISATION 


Total  fees  paid  for  the  period  1.1.52—31.12.52  amounted  to 
£462  10s.  Od. 


Statistics  are  as  stated  below  : — 


A.  VACCINATION 

] . Primary  Vaccination 

(1)  Pre-School  Children 

(2)  School  Children 

(3)  Adults 


2.  Re-vaccination — 

(1)  Pre-School  Children 

(2)  School  Children 

(3)  Adults 


B.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Incomplete 

(1)  Pre-School  Children 

(2)  School  Children 


Males 

Females 

Total 

227 

236 

463 

9 

13 

22 

... 

6 

18 

24 

Total 

242 

267 

509 

1 

1 

5 

3 

8 

... 

48 

71 

119 

Total 

53 

75 

128 

107 

114 

221 

71 

79 

150 

Total 

178 

193 

371 
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Males 

Females 

Tot  a 

Completed 

(1)  Pre-School  Children 

• • • • » • 

300 

314 

614 

(2)  School  Children 

... 

21 

8 

29 

Total 

321 

322 

643 

Re-Immunisation 

All  Children 

... 

888 

919 

1,807 

OTHER  IMMUNISATION  ( 

(e.g.,  WHOOPING  COUGH) 

(1)  Pre-School  Children 

63 

61 

124 

(2)  School  Children 

... 

7 

3 

10 

Total 

70 

64 

134 

These  figures  are  not  final  as  records  are  still  being  received 
for  services  performed  during  1952. 


(Section  27) 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


No.  of 
vehicles 

Total  No. 
of 

Journeys 

Total  No. 
Patients 
Carried 

No.  of 
Accident 
and 

Emergency 

journeys 
inc.  in 
Col.  3 

Total 

Mileage 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  i (5) 

A.  Directly  Provided: 

Ambulances 

Cars  

4 

2 

2,741 

1,354 

6,070 

3,356 

362 

19 

71,761 

53,658 

B.  By  Agency: 

Ambulances 

Cars  

(Chester  City 
Ambulance). 

5 

799 

799 

149 

7,810 

C.  Supplementary: 

Ambulances 

Cars  

(W.V.S.  Taxi,  etc.) 

— 

312 

431 

— 

8,984 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  Table  set  out  overleaf  that  mileage 
performed  by  vehicles  of  the  Divisional  Ambulance  has  greatly 
increased  during  the  past  year. 
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C.C.C.  Ambulances 
C.C.C.  Cars 


Mileage 

1951 

51,593 

43,007 


Mileage 

1952 

71,761 

53,658 


Totals 


94,600 


125,419 


On  31st  January,  1952,  a new  Bedford  Lomas  Ambulance 

was  supplied  to  the  Division,  and  the  staff  establishment  was  in 
consequence  increased  by  one  Ambulance  Driver  and  one  Attend- 
ant. 

Following  upon  a report  on  the  mileage  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  Standard  Sitting  Case  Car  TMA.  241,  this  vehicle  was 
sold  for  a sum  of  £375,  plus  a licence  refund  of  £4.  3s.  4d.,  and  a 
new  Austin  Car  16  h.p.  was  obtained  as  a replacement. 

The  question  of  providing  suitable  toilet  facilities  at  the  Am- 
bulance Depot  was  investigated,  and  it  was  decided  that,  whilst  it 
was  not  practicable  to  provide  such  facilities  at  present,  the  concern 
of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  at  the  general  condition  of  the 
Ambulance  Depot  be  conveyed  to  the  County  Health  Committee. 

Two  sterile  dressing  drum  packs  were  purchased  at  a cost  of 
£5  10s.  Od.  in  readiness  for  a major  emergency. 

Arising  from  a complaint  received  in  connection  with  a request 
for  an  ambulance,  a Sub-Committee  was  formed  to  investigate  the 
existing  arrangements  for  the  manning  of  the  Ambulance  Depot 
and  the  summoning  of  ambulances,  and  it  was  decided  that  under 
the  circumstances  no  effective  alteration  could  be  made  to  the 
present  system. 

Two  Ambulance  Drivers  and  one  Attendant  resigned  to  take 
up  other  employment  ; two  attendants  were  promoted  to  drivers 
and  three  Attendants  were  appointed  to  fill  the  existing  vacancies. 

Two  Diplomas  and  one  Special  Bar  were  awarded  to  three 
members  of  the  Staff  for  safe  driving. 

The  rate  of  subsistence  allowances  for  personnel  away  from  the 
Depot  for  any  length  of  time  was  increased. 

The  establishment  of  vehicles  and  personnel  as  fixed  by  the 
Divisional  Committee  and  approved  by  the  County  Staffing  Com- 
mittee is  as  follows  : — 


Vehicles 


Ambulances 
Sitting  Case  Cars 


4 

2 


6 
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Personnel 


Senior  Driver  ...  ...  1 

Ambulance  Drivers  ...  ...  3 

Ambulance  Attendants  ...  4 

Sitting  Case  Car  Drivers  ...  2 

Part  Time  Drivers  ...  ...  2 


12 

(Section  28) 

PREVENTION  OF  IIXNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

A.  Number  of  Cases  investigated  in  Division  : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Number  of  forms  C.  & A.C.4  completed  42 

(Primary  Investigation). 

(b)  Number  of  forms  C.  8z  A.C.  22  completed  229 
(Follow-up  visits). 

(c)  Number  of  cases  where  patient  has  been 


found  to  have  : — 

(a)  Removed  from  area  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Been  cured  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(c)  Died  ,..  ...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Other  than  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  45 


All  cases  of  chronic  illness  awaiting  admission  to  Chronic  Wards 
or  suitable  Institutions  are  visited  regularly  by  Health  Visitors  until 
pdmission  is  effected. 

B.  Number  of  cases  placed  in  employment  (Disabled  Persons 

Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(Handyman  at  Ellesmere  Port  Day  Nursery). 

C.  Particulars  of  loans  of  nursing  equipment,  charges  made  and 
details  of  applicants  unable  to  pay  full  amount  : — - 

Two  sectional  Dunlopillo  mattresses  were  purchased  during  the 
year  for  the  use  of  special  patients.  In  one  case  of  paraplegic, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  provision  of  a ramp  to  the  front 
door  to  facilitate  exit  and  entry  in  a wheel  chair. 

Repairs  were  effected  to  a chalet  in  the  possession  of  a tuber- 
culosis patient  for  the  sum  of  £20. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  of  two  cases  into 
a Convalescent  Home  under  the  County  Council  Scheme.  The  full 
costs  were  paid  in  each  case  by  the  patient. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTERS  OF  DISTRICT  COUNCILS  IN 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED,  1952 
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47 


(Section  29) 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  appli- 
cations for  Domestic  Helps  and  the  number  of  cases  attended  in  the 
Divisional  Area.  A review  of  these  cases  shows  that  over  40%  of 
the  cases  attended  during  the  financial  year  1951/52  were  old  age 
pensioners,  A total  of  72,410  hours  were  performed  and  contriou- 
tions  were  received  to  the  amount  of  £1,504.  Os.  Od.  The  total  cost 
to  the  County  Council  on  these  cases  amounted  to  approximately 
£8,000. 

Every  effort  was  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Visitors, 
to  keep  costs  down  to  a minimmm  without  impairing  the  efficiency 
of  the  Service. 

A.  Number  of  new  Applicants  ...  ...  178 

B.  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  working  : — 

(a)  Permanent  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Temporary  ...  ...  106 

C.  Number  of  cases  attended...  ...  199 

D.  Special  Cases  for  Report  ...  ...  12 

Twelve  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
during  the  year.  In  three  cases,  no  reduction  was  allowed  ; in  three 
cases  the  contribution  was  reduced,  and  no  contribution  was  re- 
quired in  two  cases.  One  case  of  long  standing  arrears  was  written 
off  as  irrecoverable,  one  case  was  referred  to  the  Police  for  the 
necessary  investigation,  one  case  was  referred  to  the  County  Treas- 
urer, and  the  last  case  was  referred  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Council  to  take  steps  to  recover  the  arrears. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  — PART  III. 

In  my  capacity  as  the  Representative  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I carried  out  two  visits  of  inspection  to  Shotwick 
House,  Great  Saughall.  Very  little  change  had  taken  place  since 
1951  and  the  excellent  conditions  of  this  establishment  continued 
to  maintain  a high  level. 


DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEE 

The  Deputy  Chairman  attended  a meeting  of  a Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Health  Committee  and  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Divisional  Health  Committees  to  investigate  economies  in  the  cost 
of  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  County. 
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DIVISIONAL  OFFICE  STAFF 


Following  the  resignation  of  Miss  J.M.  Nunnerley  to  take  up 
an  appointment  with  the  County  Education  Department,  the  Chair- 
man appointed  Miss  R.  M.  Adams  as  General  Division  Clerk.  The 
Committee  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Miss 
Nunnerley  and  good  wishes  for  success  in  her  new  post. 


ESTIMATES  1953/54 

Estimates  for  the  year  1953/54  were  submitted,  and  following 
is  a summary  of  the  items  recommended  to  the  County  Health 
Committee  for  approval  and  inclusion  in  the  block  estimates  : — 


Welfare  Centres 

£. 

...  3,095 

Day  Nurseries 

...  3,305 

Midwifery 

100 

Health  Visiting 

20 

Home  Nursing  ... 

...  1,570 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  ... 

545 

Ambulance  Service 

...  5,275 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

345 

Domestic  Helps 

...  6,300 

Administration 

...  3,550 

£24,105 

49 
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